






















































































































































































































Throughout history, The Wilson Center has been extremely responsive to the needs of the current students 
on campus and the larger community. Under the leadership of Sarah Marx, who joined the Center in 2013, 
a two-year-long student survey of needs led to an amended mission statement. In the fall of 2015, we: 
 
1. Changed our mission statement to include the word, “multifaith” so that the mission statement reads: 

“The mission of The Wilson Center/MCA, Inc. is to provide progressive, ecumenical, and multifaith 
dialogue for the University of Maine community, and through worship, study, and service, to work for 
social justice, honor diversity, and offer opportunities for spiritual growth.” 
 

2. And added a new Statement of Intent of The Wilson Center: 
“Be it known, therefore, that the Board of Directors of The Maine Christian Association, in the spirit 
of Dorothy Clarke Wilson, the Reverend Elwin Wilson and colleges and universities across the 
country… 

a. …intends that the Maine Christian Association (MCA, Inc.) become part of a larger multi-faith 
organization which will be known as The Wilson Center. 

b. …has spent the last two years listening carefully to the requests and desires of the increasingly 
diverse UMaine student body and, as a result, has intentionally expanded our multi-faith 
programming. We believe such interfaith dialogues to have been central to the Wilsons’ vision 
for the Maine Christian Association from the beginning and that the time has come when 
Dorothy and Elwin’s vision to open “more windows for people’s minds and spirits” can be 
brought to even fuller fruition. 

c. …has re-read Dorothy Clarke Wilson’s books and Trust Agreement Bequest and spoken with 
many people who knew Dorothy and Elwin Wilson and believes this expansion will continue 
the path laid out by the Wilsons 65 years ago. Our intention is to honor the past and carry their 
vision into the future. 

d. …expects to continue our multifaith and interfaith programming, as well as to make our space 
available for individual faith traditions, including Christianity, to have events, rituals, and 
celebrations specific to each faith. 

e. …will focus all future programs and events on reaching Dorothy and Elwin’s shared goals of 
peace, understanding, and compassion throughout the world among all faith traditions. 

 
Since then, we have: 

1. Taken down the cross that hung in the front of the building, converting it to the beautiful Turner 
table in our gathering space 

2. Put up a new building sign created by former board member, Rev. Grace Bartlett, centered around 
the word “Peace” in 11 languages with a river running through it 

3. Added signage to say: “The Wilson Center for Spiritual Exploration & Multifaith Dialogue” 
4. Intentionally expanded our Board of Directors to be very multifaith 
5. Worked to reach out to many groups on campus, co-sponsoring events, offering our space for their 

use, creating events like the Multifaith Days of Service 
6. Created the interfaith/multifaith luncheon series 
7. Made legal changes to our bylaws to reflect this multifaith mission 

 
… and much more.  
 
The ongoing challenge for us at this time to continue to reach out to the student body and the larger 
community to assess their needs so that our programs and offerings can continue to meet their needs. 


