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“R&D is creative and systematic work undertaken in order to 
increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of 
humankind, culture, and society, and to devise new 
applications of available knowledge. R&D covers three 
activities defined below — basic research, applied research, 
and experimental development.” 

https://www.nsf.gov/statistics/randdef/rd-definitions.pdf



Research is part of the UMS mission.



The research enterprise at UMS is situated in a broad context.

UMS
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UMS grants and contracts revenue includes 
research which brings F&A dollars (indirect costs).

(From the FY 2020 UMS Financial Report presented at the 10/28/2020 Special BOT meeting.)



The leading source for tracking 
information about the higher 
education research enterprise 
nationally is the National Science 
Foundation’s Higher Education 
Research and Development 
Survey (HERD).



Dollars in thousands.

UMS R&D Expenditures from HERD



The University of Maine is our only public research 
university.  It is a land, sea, and space grant 
university.  Currently UMaine’s Carnegie ranking is 
R2, and we are seeking R1 status.



The State and UMS also provide funding for research.
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UMS Research Reinvestment 
Fund (RRF) 

$2.1M annually

The purpose of RRF is to 
strengthen research and 
development activities that are tied 
to Maine businesses, and to 
industries that are critical to the 
future of Maine.

Maine Economic Improvement 
Fund (MEIF) 

$17.35M annually

The purpose of MEIF funds is to 
support  university-based 
research, development and 
commercialization in the state’s 
legislatively designated seven 
strategic technology areas.

Refer to BoT materials for 3/22.



Research Reinvestment Fund Grand Challenge

FY 2020
Injury Prevention

UMaine, US, UMPI, Medical 
Examiner, Maine CDC

Telehealth
USM, UMaine, School 
Districts, Maine CDC

Medicine
UMaine, UMA, Northern Light,

JAX, MDIBL
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Rural Health and 
Well Being



Research Reinvestment Fund Grand Challenge

FY 2021

COVID-19 Rapid Response
UMaine, USM, UMPI, UMA

Interdisciplinary Undergraduate 
Research Collaborators 

(IUCRCs)
USM, UMaine, UMPI, UMFK, 

UMM, UMA)

UMS Research Collaboration 
Networks

UMM, USM, UMaine, UMA
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Rural Health and 
Well Being



Universities engaged in research face challenges.

Compliance  
• Export Control and International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR) 
• Foreign influence and research security
Faculty
• Hiring and retention
• Adequate support (postdocs, technicians, post-award management)
Facilities  
• Upgrades and financing
• Maintenance and overall footprint
• Operation and management of shared instruments and computing resources



University-wide Initiatives

UMaine Institute of Medicine
UMaine AI
UMaine FOREST
UMaine FORCE 
UMaine Arctic
UMaine MARINE
UMaine Research Gateway - Portland

Part of the infrastructure 
on which we can build 
UMS-wide


