Cooperativism

A part of an alternative to capitalism, at the level of the firm or enterprise, and between enterprises.

Different kinds of cooperatives:


Producer (eg., a worker-owned business)


Consumer (eg., a food coop)


Marketing (eg., an agricultural cooperative whose members are farmers)


Financial (eg., credit union)

Cooperative principles

http://www.ica.coop/coop/principles.html
1. Voluntary and open membership

2. Democratic member control (1 person/1 vote)

3. Member economic participation

4. Autonomy and independence

5. Education, training and information

6. Cooperation among cooperatives

7. Concern for community

Eg., Mondragon  Cooperatives 

http://www.mondragon-corporation.com/ENG.aspx
http://www.ownershipassociates.com/mcc-intro.shtm
Cooperatives exist within capitalism, 

Cooperatives can compete within a market system.

Cooperatives could displace other kinds of firms entirely. (Why don’t they?)

Advantages:


Economic democracy (the next step  after social democracy)


More humane work relations


Efficiency


More equitable income and wealth distribution


Shift in power relations? (Labor hires capital vs. Capital hiring labor)


Employment generation


Security of employment


Environmental sensitivity


Flexibility in balancing labor/leisure?
For more resources on cooperatives and market socialism, common wealth and basic income, go to my homepage: http://www.umaine.edu/philosophy/mikehoward/default.htm
