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Integrated Pest Management Strategies - Communications?!
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The video that helped spread the word about the worm



“Always be cleaning your boots…”

Endless Thread, Mass. Public Radio, 
interviews Gary Fish, State Horticulturist 

Jumping worm write up in Northern Hardwoods 
Research Institute’s The Leaflet, January 2023





● Report potential findings to 
Department of Agriculture, 
Conservation and Forestry -
even if you’re unsure!  

● Snap a quality photo to 
accompany your submission. 
Help the professionals to ID 
your worm by capturing the 
clittelum.

● Slow the spread! Start plants 
from seed, buy bare root, and 
be aware of potential risk when 
buying or moving horticultural 
material!

Help slow the spread of jumping worms in Maine

https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/da099be43ba642799f9c359345257b2f


Thank you!
regina.smith@maine.edu
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Mustard Powder Detection Method
Mustard powder solution for detecting earthworms:

1. Establish a soil pit (1ft. X 1ft.) and remove leaf litter (if present) taking care to not remove any jumping 
worms in the process.

2. Mix 20G (~¼ cup) mustard powder into 2 liters of water.
3. Slowly pour half of the mixture over the soil pit.
4. Mustard powder is an irritant to earthworms, and within 30 seconds - 5 minutes, worms will appear at 

the surface.
5. Collect earthworms and inspect them for jumping worm characteristics (clittelum, behavior, etc.)
6. Wait 5 minutes and pour the remainder of the solution over the pit.
7. Report any findings to DACF. Not sure? Take a photo and be sure to capture the clittelum.
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