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Indigenous storytelling for 
collaboration, respect, and 

community resilience



Overview
I. Introduction

II. Noela’s StoryMap

III. Meaningful collaboration

IV. Discussion



Storytelling

Photo source: iStock.



Storytelling
Can be collaborative Culturally-relevant to 

Indigenous peoples



Photo source: Andrew Clark, Maine 
Beacon (https://mainebeacon.com/tribal-
leaders-seek-to-end-decades-long-
ordeal-bring-clean-water-to-pleasant-
point/)StoryMaps team

2019 community 
meetings

Priority narratives

Goal?

https://mainebeacon.com/tribal-leaders-seek-to-end-decades-long-ordeal-bring-clean-water-to-pleasant-point/


Key takeaways
Collaboration deepens 

storytelling
Replicable throughout 

Maine



Recent drinking water notice
• Byproduct of chlorination 

process
• Over 1.5x above federal 

standards







Findings
• Demographics
• Of the 21 respondents, 17 people rely 

on tap water for drinking water
• None of the 21 respondents treat their 

drinking water
• All but one person has trouble 

accessing clean drinking water
• Everyone either has experience with 

cancer or knows someone with cancer







Noela’s reflections…
■ Personal experiences & LD 906

■ Connection to culture

■ Voice for community struggles



Link to the StoryMap:

https://tinyurl.com/sipayik-water

* E-mail sign up sheets available 

https://tinyurl.com/sipayik-water


Collaboration & Indigenous storytelling

Collaborate across differences

Share skills & knowledge

Respect indigenous 
sovereignty

Center Wabanaki 
diplomacy

Support community resiliencePhoto of Denise Altvater.
Photo source: Andrew Clark, Maine Beacon 
(https://mainebeacon.com/tribal-leaders-seek-to-end-
decades-long-ordeal-bring-clean-water-to-pleasant-point/)

https://mainebeacon.com/tribal-leaders-seek-to-end-decades-long-ordeal-bring-clean-water-to-pleasant-point/
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