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Focus on communication for
sustainability efforts:
Listening, power, poetry

Introductory examples
Communication & power
Thinking with rivers
Return to poetry
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Decline in Limited entry Price fluctuations
state license sales

Shellfish dealers & power  Fisheries interactions Equity and
well-being
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Challenges
-Complexity
-Uncertainty
-Problem perceptions
-No simple solutions

-Power, colonialism &

systemic inequities



Communication and Power

1

...as soon as researchers become
concerned with action, decision making,
and change, power can no longer be

ignored as it is intimately entwined with
the ability to act.”

Van Kerkhoff and Lebel, p. 466



Coastal resilience

The power of rivers

Silka, McGreavy, Hart, in press



Topic Interest

Status of the shellfish
resource

Presentations from
harvesters
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14 prOJECtS Broad Reach Fund

Maine Shellfish
Restoration & Resilience Project

Shellfish Advisory Council & Science Advisory Committee

Priority: Harvester and municipal leadership

https://umaine.edu/shellfish-restoration/



https://umaine.edu/shellfish-restoration/

How do we link knowledge with

decision making about dams?

Future of Dams



How do we
commuhnicate about

rivers, dams, and
restoration efforts?




“Do we want to preserve our
humanity? Do we want to preserve
our compassion and awareness?
Do we want to preserve our
connection to the rest of life?

Those are the questions that
we need to ask ourselves.”

Sherri Mitchell, 2018



Most important?
“Communication across cultural
boundaries about environmental
issues and indigenous rights.”



Thinking with Rivers

Video clip featuring Jan Paul and Angie Reed
from the Penobscot Nation, Department of
Natural Resources, Water (napi) Resources

Available on Vimeo
https://vimeo.com/333366327



https://vimeo.com/333366327

Think with rivers.

Communicate by
listening.

Create space for
voice.




Thinking with rivers

Saco River Story






They Remember Me Still

AKSLIPEMO
GUARDS-WATER
Gluskabe Creates the
Penobscot River &
Clan Names of the People

http://www.penobscotculture.com/

Margo Lukens and Carol Dana


http://www.penobscotculture.com/

Communicate by
listening.



What does it
mean to listen?



Individual Solitary Passive

Technological Abstract Hearing






Process Technical

— Ask questions — Meeting minutes,
“Surveys & interviews” information archives
Experiences, needs — Governance

— Collaborative media — Decolonizing methods:

https://bit.ly/2Udr5DZ

Hutchins et al., 2013, Meadows (n.d.)



Embodied listening

P re Se n Ce Salvador & Clarke, 2011; Sutton, 2018



Create space for voice,
and especially those

historically silenced or
ignored.




What about trust?

Build or maintain?
Lose or break it?

Best interests?

What if trust is really difficult in historic and
present power disparities and injustices?




Voice

Trinity of Voice
“The practices of access, standing and
influence must be present to build and
maintain trust.”

Senecah (2004), p. 23



Access: Participation and information



Standing: “Civic legitimacy”

Co-management Tribal sovereignty



Influence: Process transparency

Confluence: Where rivers of roughly
equal width flow together



Returning
to poetry.









Remembering connections



https://bmcgreavy.org/

bridie.mcgreavy@maine.edu
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