Dam Removal as a collaborative, multi-objective solution for

fish passage and fire protection
Coopers |\/|I||S Sheepscot River
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Sheepscot River Watershed



All 12 species of Diadromous Fish




“But is was the dams on the main river and its
tributaries, constructed to supply water power
and later electric power, which truly sealed the
salmon’s fate. Over the years the runs
continued to diminish until the mid-1800s saw
their virtual end.”

Edward C. Janes - Salmon Fishing in the
Northeast - 1973



ASF Strategy:

Work in partnership in a
watershed-wide & bottom,
up approach.

Long-term investment

Focus on mid-size, smaller
rivers.

Prioritize non-hydro dams
and road crossings

Goal is to improve, not
change



Atlantic salmon
recovery



Sheepscot Partnered Approach

Core Coalition
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Coopers Mills Dam Timeline

Town of
Whitefield
purchases
Dam Built Dam
1804 1949
1945
Mills

Closed

1955

Mills
demolished

Maine IF&W
constructs
Denil
Fishway

1960




Coopers Mills Dam Timeline

SRWC, TU,
USFWS
efforts

Kleinschmidt
feasibility
study

2003-2006

2006

Proposal for
dam
removal

Town voted
to keep dam

2007

2015

Town
Committee
established

with ASF,
MC & TNC

Town voted
unanimously
approval for
Dam
removal

2016

2018

Dam
Removal
Fire
Protection
Site
Enhance
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Not in village center
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Hydrant System Design
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Next Steps
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