
THE HISTORY OF THE SACO RIVER 
CORRIDOR COMMISSION
How Citizens of our own Communities work 
to preserve Land and Water Quality.



The establishment of the Saco River Environmental 
Advisory Committee, 1971





The Establishment of the Saco River Corridor Commission, 
1973



When asked…

■ “Do you think there should be land use controls to prevent overcrowding 
and to protect the various public and private interests?” 

- 88% of people, an overwhelming majority, responded yes they believe

extra controls are necessary.

Through a Survey conducted of landowners along the river in 1972, an  
unusual amount of replies of 51% indicated widespread concern for the future 
of the river.



The next question “for consistency, fairness and efficiency, 
who should administer land controls, if any?” brought the 
following responses:

■ 21% suggested a state agency, 34% a regional agency, and 
36% a local agency and 9% made various combinations 
of the choices





§951 purpose
■ The legislature finds that the Saco, Ossipee and Little Ossipee 

Rivers are largely unspoiled by intensive or poorly planned 
commercial, industrial or residential development; that existing 
water quality on the inland portions of these rivers is extremely 
high; that these rivers and their associated wetlands constitute 
an important present and future source of drinking water; that 
they support large and diverse aquatic populations; and that they 
are heavily used for fishing, swimming, canoeing, camping and 
other forms of outdoor recreation.



■ “The Legislature finds that the wetlands associated with these 
rivers constitute important water storage areas; that they 
moderate the flow of these rivers in time of flood and drought; 
that they replenish the groundwater; and that they provide 
nutrients and essential habitat for numerous species of fish, 
migratory birds and other forms of wildlife.”



■ “In view of the dangers of intensive and poorly planned 
development, it is the purpose of this chapter to preserve existing 
water quality, prevent the diminution of water supplies, to control 
erosion, to protect fish and wildlife populations, to prevent undue 
extremes of flood and drought, to limit the loss of life and damage to 
property from periodic floods; to preserve the scenic, rural and 
unspoiled character of the lands adjacent to these rivers; to prevent 
obstructions to navigation; to prevent overcrowding; to avoid the 
mixture of incompatible uses; to protect those areas of exceptional 
scenic, historic, archaeological, scientific and educational 
importance; and to protect the public health, safety and general 
welfare by creating the Saco River Corridor, established in section 
953, and by regulating the use of land and water within this area.”



Program elements of the Saco River Corridor 
Commission



SRCC jurisdiction: 

Within 500 feet of the Saco, 
Ossipee and Little Ossipee Rivers and up 1,000
feet from these rivers in areas of the 
100 year floodplain. 

ME DEP Ch.1000 Shoreland Zoning Ordinance 
Jurisdiction: 

All land areas within 250 feet, horizontal 
distance, of the:

• normal high-water line of any great pond or 
river;

• upland edge of a coastal wetland, including 
all areas affected by tidal action, and

• upland edge of defined freshwater wetlands; 
and all land areas within 75 feet, horizontal 
distance, of the normal high-water line of 
certain streams.









Performance Standards adopted by the 
commission:

A. Performance Standards for Multi-Unit Residential Dwellings, Including Condominium and Cluster 
Development; 

B. Performance Standards for Campgrounds; 
C. Performance Standards Governing Sand, Gravel, or Topsoil excavation and other Mineral 

Exploration and Extraction Activities within the Saco River Corridor; 
D. Performance Standards Governing Expansions of Existing Nonconforming Uses, Including 

Structures; 
E. Performance Standards for Parking Areas within the Saco River Corridor; 
F. Performance Standards for the Construction and Establishment of Roads in Limited Residential 

and Resource Protection Districts of the Corridor. 
G. Standards to Address the Environmental Factors including the following: prevention of the 

degradation of air and water quality; prevention of the unreasonable, harmful alteration of 
wetlands; prevention of an increase in erosion or sedimentation; prevention of unreasonable 
dangers of increased flood damage; prevention of obstruction of flood flow; despoliation of the 
scenic, rural and open space character of the Corridor; to prevent overcrowding and excessive 
noise; prevention of obstructions to navigation and the prevention of interference with the 
educational, scenic, scientific, historic or archeological values of those areas in the Resource 
Protection District of the Corridor. 



The Priorities of the SRCC’s Regulatory Program are as follows:

•To ensure that the reservoir drinking water quality that currently exists in the Saco River 
Basin is preserved in perpetuity.

•The Saco River Corridor will remain visually scenic and with a rural character that supports 
the tourist economy of the region and maintains high quality natural resource values.

•The Saco River Basin Corridor town population will have the information they need to make 
informed decisions concerning land use within the Corridor.

•The Saco River Corridor Commission will strive to conserve and protect the unique 
characteristics of the Saco River Basin.





An example of an approximate 100 foot setback from the shoreline:
Hills Beach Area, Biddeford Maine



Another example of an approximate 100 foot setback from the shoreline:
General Development District, Biddeford Maine



An example of the SRCC’s, 500 foot aggregate limit system at work.







The Resource Protection District, General Development District and Limited Residential 
District.



The 500 foot buffer with SRCC District layers visible.



FEMA Flood Map Layer.



SRCC 500 foot buffer, 1,000 foot buffer and FEMA flood map layers.



SRCC Joint Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring 
Program and QAPP with Green Mountain 
Conservation Group out of New Hampshire. 



SRCC Volunteer Water Quality  
Monitoring Program



Volunteer Water Quality  Monitoring 
Program
Priorities of the WQM Program: 

1) Generally characterize water quality and gather 
baseline data;

2) Understand general condition of water in each 
designated area of the river;

3) Test to determine if degraded water quality exists;

4) Decide what further testing/actions or further 
investigation is needed to diagnose and solve problems;

5) Broaden the understanding of water quality in the 
community through outreach and education.



Permit Review of ”The Waters” mixed use 
development project at Factory Island 
East, 2018. 



The Waters” at Factory Island East: 1st proposed project plan submitted to 
the SRCC in May, 2018



“The Waters” at Factory Island East: 2nd revised project plan submitted July 23, 2018 



The Reaction: LR 2204 - Legislation to scale back the Jurisdictional authority of the 
SRCC in the Downtown Areas of Saco and Biddeford. January, 2019



Not the first time to the Rodeo: Legislative 
Action to scale back or eliminate SRCC 
Jurisdictional Authority: 1995 and 2013



■ All images used in this presentation have been taken by the SRCC, provided to the SRCC 
through permit application review, or taken from news articles printed in the public 
domain, no copyright infringement is intended. Google Earth images were also used 
along with images taken from the SRCC’s ESRI Arc mapping system. Please inquire at the 
SRCC office for a list of full image citations.  

Office number: 207-625-8123

contact email: srcc@srcc-maine.org

Office Location: 81 Maple St. Cornish, Maine.

mailto:srcc@srcc-maine.org

