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Geomorphic Assessment 
Methods

• Rosgen method

• Vermont protocols

• Maine rapid geomorphic assessment





From Rosgen (1996)



Rosgen Classification System













Assessment techniques

- Topographic maps

- Aerial photographs

- Field mapping

- Topographic surveys



Subdivide rivers into reaches
–Changes in slope
–Changes in valley width
–Changes in watershed area













Stream Reaches – South River





From Gould (1975)
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Assessment techniques

- Topographic maps

- Aerial photographs

- Field mapping

- Topographic surveys



Log jam

Former flow path

Current flow path
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Northern Connecticut River Fluvial Geomorphology Assessment – Phase 2

Distance from left bank (m)

Vertical Exaggeration = 4.5x
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Using the Assessment Data














