
Mobile Citizen Science using the 
new Anecdata.org app

Dr. Jane E. Disney and Ashley Taylor
Maine Water Conference, March 29, 2018



The Community Lab



Citizen Science at MDI Biological Laboratory



Eelgrass:

Why Eelgrass?

• Provides habitat
• Functions as a 

nursery
• Filters water
• Absorbs nutrients

• Stabilizes 
sediments

• Prevents erosion
• Sequesters carbon



Eelgrass in Frenchman Bay 1996



Eelgrass in Frenchman Bay 2008



Eelgrass presence and disappearance reports in the greater 
Acadia region. 

Crowdsourcing Data: Eelgrass in Maine





Where are we now?



Anecdata.org: How it works



Project Creation: Project Pages

Maine Harbor Seals, ME

Eastern Meadowlark Survey, MA

Eco-Schools Bahamas: Shopping Bag Challenge, Bahamas



Project Creation: Datasheets

Turtle Watch, Egypt

Maine Eelgrass Density, ME



Project Creation: Hotspots 

Acadia Learning Snowpack Project, ME Green Crab Studies, ME



Project Participation: Collect & Report

Jordan River Monitoring Project, ME



Public Data Analysis & Sharing

Jordan River Monitoring Project, ME

Washington King Tides, WA



Anecdata.org: Mobile App



Anecdata.org: Mobile App Launch



Community Engagement Tools
Personal Project



Closing the Citizen Science Data Loop



Anecdata is used in South Carolina to manage data on marine debris to 
lobby for 
• Plastic and Styrofoam bans
• Sea Turtle Protection



Knowledge to Action



Plastic Bag Ban: Folly Beach, South Carolina



What’s next for Anecdata?



Questions?

Get in touch with the Anecdata team: anecdata@mdibl.org

mailto:anecdata@mdibl.org

