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The context for degrowth… and reuse!  

 

EPA 2012 EEA 2014  



 



The problem with circular economies & decoupling…  

• Efficiency & recovery increasing! 

• But…so is consumption…  

• Arrows are getting thicker 

• Materials use increased by a 
factor of 8 over last century 
(EEA 2014) 

• Embodied energy   

• Rebounds, backfire  

• Unintended consequences 

 
Oregon DEQ 2012 



 “Redistribution of previously owned material goods, in their 
original form, from one agent to another through a transfer of 
ownership (sale, swap, barter, gift) or temporary use agreement 
(borrow, rental, lease, share, loan).  We also include in the scope of 
reuse, activities designated ‘prepare for reuse’ such as restoration 
and repair services”  

  

REUSE… 



WHY study the reuse economy…  
• Ecological Value: More efficient to extend lifetime of existing products than 

recover wasted materials…reduces demand, takes waste out of capitalist 
circulation 

• Economic Value: Employment, local development, household savings, 
economic leveling 

• Social Value: Social capital, trust, relations of mutual support, improved 
resilience, programs built on existing institutions more likely to succeed 

• Policy enthusiasm: UNEP 10YFSCP: “promotion of repair & maintenance as 
alternative to new products”; Austin, Seattle, Chicago, Philadelphia, New 
York and Detroit - community swaps, repair events, materials exchanges 
and industrial symbiosis… 

• However… efforts to develop methods and indicators to measure the value 
of these practices, whether defined in economic, social, cultural or 
ecological terms, are still in their infancy (Oregon DEQ 2012, EEA 2014).  

 



…concepts like collaborative consumption 
(and reuse) constitute a “broad church” 
that “without greater precision and clarity 
around how we define it, we run the risk of 
continued confusion about its value and 
potential” (Stokes,14).   
 





“There is an age-old saying here in Maine, you know… 
‘use it up, wear it out, make it do or do without’”-interview 9/16  
 
  ….”you know there is nothing new in Maine,  
   really, just a bunch of stuff moving from  
   one yard sale to another” – interview 7/16 
 
 “people come from all over the world to Maine  
 to hunt for treasure - seaglass on the beach, a moose  
 in the woods or a rare anitique in a dusty old junk shop” 
        - interview 9/16 
 
“…Maine has the lowest per capita waste generation rates in the  
country – people just don’t like to throw stuff out” –DEP interview 5/16 

 
 
 
 
 



Resourceful ME 
Measure and model the economic, 
environmental and social value of 
Maine’s vibrant reuse economy…  
 
Understand various forms of reuse 
relative to their economic, social and 
environmental benefits 
 
Explore the material, ideological and 
cultural roots of Maine’s strong reuse 
institutions …   



Resourceful ME 
1. Construct database of formal reuse, repair and resale sector in the 

state of Maine. DONE  
2.  Survey formal sector businesses/organizations to gather data on 

sales, employment, motivation, business history. Triangulate with 
public regional development data. DONE  

3. State level representative household survey to measure 
participation in different forms of reuse.  

4. LCA in three sectors to estimate CO2, H2O and land use offset  
5. Ethnographic field work/field school in reuse markets and case 

study households (identified via survey) 



Observations to date 

• Accounting systems not set up 
to represent reuse 
sector…highly undervalued 

• Businesses low entry, 
economic resilience strategy  

• There is a MUCH stronger 
social component to the reuse 
sector than we imagined  

• There is a lot of pleasure in 
reuse…  

 



Social purpose…  
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