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Profile:
Dr. Linda Silka is a social and community psychologist by training, with much of her
work focusing on building community-university research partnerships. She has several
decades of experience in leading community-university research partnerships on envi-
ronmental, economic development, and environmental health issues.  Dr. Silka was the
former Director of the University of Maine's Margaret Chase Smith Policy Center and is
now Senior Fellow at the University of Maine's George Mitchell Center for Sustainability
Solutions.  Prior to moving to the University of Maine, Dr. Silka was a faculty member
for three decades at the University of Massachusetts Lowell, where she directed the Cen-
ter for Family, Work, Community, served as the Special Assistant to the Provost for
Community Outreach and Partnerships, and was Professor of Regional Economic and
Social Development. Recent research partnerships she has facilitated include the NIEHS-
funded Southeast Asian Environmental Justice Partnership and the New Ventures Part-
nership, the HUD-funded Community Outreach Partnership Center and Diverse
Healthy Homes Initiative, and the Center for Immigrant and Refugee Community Lead-
ership and Empowerment. Silka has written extensively on the challenges and opportu-
nities of building research partnerships with diverse and has consulted internationally on
how to build community-university research partnerships.
SIlka is also a member of SSI’s Knowledge-to-Action (K↔A) Collaborative, a group that
is studying how to better align university research with community needs. e K↔A Col-
laborative is investigating ways to overcome the barriers between knowledge and action
and build partnerships between Maine’s academic institutions and diverse stakeholders
in order to better solve sustainability challenges throughout the state.
In addition to her teaching and research duties, Silka is a Member and Fellow of both the
American Psychological Association and the Society for the Psychological Study of So-
cial Issues. She has previously served as the Director of the Center for Family, Work, and
Community at the University of Massachusetts. Silka has been published in multiple
peer-reviewed publications including the Journal of the New England Board of Higher
Education, Australasian Journal of Community Engagement, and Gateways: Interna-
tional Journal of Community Research and Engagement.  
Silka’s research has been funded in part by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
National Institutes of Health, U.S. Housing and Urban Development, National Science
Foundation, National Park Service, and National Institute of Environmental Health Sci-
ences.

Degrees:
University of Kansas, Ph.D. (Social Psychology)
University of Kansas, M.A. (Psychology)
Oklahoma State University, B.S. (Psychology)

Research Interests:
Community-University Part-
nerships
Research Ethics in Community
Research
Program Evaluation
Translating Knowledge into
Action
Community Environmental 
Issues
Citizen Science
Community-Based Participa-
tory Research
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SSI Projects:
Materials Management in
Maine

Sustainable Food Systems 
Research Collaborative

Media Expertise:
How universities can work 
to build partnerships with
communities

How research can help
Maine solve important 
problems

What we gain as a state 
by having strong research
programs

How environmental chal-
lenges affect us all and how
we can make a difference in
solving them

Citizen Science: How people
can contribute to research


