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Profile:
Dr. Cynthia Isenhour is an ecological and economic anthropologist. She serves as an As-
sistant Professor of Anthropology in the Department of Anthropology, as well as a Co-
operating Faculty member at the Climate Change Institute, both at the University of
Maine. Her research focuses on how history, culture and power shape environmental risk
perception, economic decision-making and environmental governance. Recognizing that
improvements in energy and natural resource efficiencies are quickly being undone by
rising levels of consumption, Isenhour’s recent work looks at policies and alternative eco-
nomic institutions designed to encourage more sustainable behaviors, primarily among
the world’s most affluent consumers. Isenhour is currently working on a project designed
to measure the contribution of Maine’s reuse economies to the reduction of materials
throughput, energy use, emissions and waste. is project also looks at the sector’s con-
tribution to local economies and the accumulation of social capital and adaptive capacity. 
Prior to coming to the University of Maine, Dr. Isenhour was an Andrew W. Mellon
Post-Doctoral Fellow in Environmental Studies at Centre College. She has conducted
fieldwork in the U.S., Central America, China, and Scandinavia. In addition to her teach-
ing and research work, Isenhour was the 2014 Co-Chair of the Society for Economic An-
thropology’s Annual meeting on “Energy & Economy” and of a double session entitled
“Accounting for Climate Change: Measurement, Management & Mysticism” at the
American Anthropological Association Meeting.
Isenhour is the recipient of several honors and awards, including the 2014-15 College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences Pre-tenure Research and Creative Activity Fellowship at the
University of Maine. She has also been awarded the Margaret A. Lantis Award for Out-
standing Graduate Research, a J. William Fulbright Fellowship, and funding from both
the Wenner-Gren Foundation and the American-Scandinavian Foundation.

Degrees:
University of Kentucky, Ph.D. (Anthropology)
Colorado State University, M.A. (Anthropology)
Miami University, B.A. (Business Communications)

Courses:
e Anthropological Dimensions of Environmental Policy
Natural Resource Management in Cross Cultural Perspective
Economic Anthropology 
Environmental Anthropology

Research Interests:
Environmental Governance
Climate Mitigation, Adapta-
tion and Policy
Consumption, Embodied 
Energy and Waste 
Social Movements and 
Alternative Economies 
Environmental Risk Perception
and Decision Making
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