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Profile:
Aaron Weiskittel is an Associate Professor of Forest Biometrics and Modeling with the
University of Maine’s School of Forest Resources. He is also the University’s Irving Chair
of Forest Ecosystem Management. Weiskittel’s work primarily seeks to develop empirical
and process-based models to predict biomass growth and yield across a range of forest
types. ese models can be used to forecast changes in biomass due to varying silvicultural
regimes, changes in annual weather patterns, and the interaction between these factors. 

Weiskittel’s Maine-focused research looks at the various factors that influence regional
forest structure and composition in the hope of being able to forecast future changes. His
research attempts to understand the biophysical factors influencing forest growth and to
integrate those factors with other economic, climate, and sociological models. To date, his
research team has compiled an extensive database of permanent forest growth research
plots that range from southern Maine to Newfoundland and from the 1950s to the present
day. is database is being used to develop various models for forecasting future forest
productivity, projecting growth under various management regimes, and predicting forest
sensitivity to future changes in climate. 

In addition to his research with the School of Forest Resources, Weiskittel is part of the
People, Landscape and Communities (PLACE) SSI team. e team is studying the con-
cerns and needs of small landowners in Maine who collectively own more than a third of
the state. e PLACE team seeks to address the concerns of small landowners and im-
prove connections among these landowners and policy makers, resource managers, and
businesses.

Weiskittel is the recipient of multiple research grants including a National Institute of Food
and Agriculture (NIFA) project titled “Carbon Dynamics and Forest Management: A Ret-
rospective Analysis and Projection of Land Use, Climate Change, and Natural Distur-
bances in Northeastern Forests” and a NASA project on “e Acadian Forest and Climate
Change: Analyzing Shiing Species Distributions and Effects to the Carbon Balance.” He
has been published in multiple peer-reviewed journals including Forest Ecology and Man-
agement, Northern Journal of Applied Forest Research, Forestry, and New Forests. He is
also the primary author of the textbook “Forest Growth Yield and Modeling.”

Degrees:
Oregon State University, Ph.D. (Forest Growth and Yield Modeling)
Oregon State University, M.S. (Quantitative Silviculture)
e Ohio State University, B.S. (Natural Resources – Forestry)

Research Interests:
Statistical and Mechanistic
Forest Growth Modeling
Applied Statistical and Mecha-
nistic Forest Growth Modeling
Applied Statistics
Influence of Climate Change
on Forests
Sustainable Forest Manage-
ment
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