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Profile:
Darren Ranco is a faculty member with the University of Maine’s Department of Anthro-
pology, as well as the Chair of Native American Programs and Coordinator of Native
American Research. His research focuses on the ways in which indigenous communities
in the United States resist environmental destruction by using indigenous diplomacies
and critiques of liberalism to protect cultural resources, and how state knowledge sys-
tems continue to expose indigenous peoples to an inordinate amount of environmental
risk. Ranco is a member of the Penobscot Nation, and is particularly interested in how
better research relationships can be made between universities, Native and non-Native
researchers, and indigenous communities.

Ranco’s SSI project (Mobilizing to Fight an Invasive Insect) is the first such project in the
nation to bring together diverse groups to try to prevent, curb, and respond to a potential
ash borer invasion. Collaborators include members of the Maine Indian Basketmakers
Alliance, tribes, university researchers, state and federal foresters, and others. His team
seeks to develop a proactive, coordinated response on a statewide level in order to save
culturally and artistically essential brown ash tree resources from the invasive emerald
ash borer. Part of this response involves mapping Maine’s ash tree populations, learning
how to identify a borer attack, educating the public, and establishing a seed bank should
the beetle strike. e team’s findings will lead to new strategies for protecting Maine’s
three species of ash trees, inform public policy, and establish effective methods to bring
together diverse groups to address threats from invasive species.  

As part of his SSI work, Ranco is also involved in developing mentoring programs for
Native American students at the University of Maine and developing a statewide STEM
education program for Native American students.

Degrees:
Harvard University, Ph.D. (Social Anthropology)
Vermont Law School, MSEL (Studies in Environmental Law)
Dartmouth College, B.A. (Anthropology and Classical Studies)
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