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Profile:

Yong Chen is a fisheries scientist and faculty member at the University of Maine’s School
of Marine Sciences. His research focuses on quantitative fisheries ecology, stock assess-
ment, and management of fisheries resources. Much of Chen’s work is interdisciplinary
and involves fisheries biology, ecology, mathematical and statistical modeling, manage-
ment policy, and computer simulations. His research interests include evaluating fish life
history and environmental impacts, designing fisheries-dependent and fisheries-inde-
pendent survey programs, and conducting risk analysis of alternative management
strategies.

Chen currently co-leads an Emerging Opportunities project funded by SSI. His team
plans to build relationships with lobstermen working in the Gulf of Maine in order to ad-
dress the problem of bycatch. They plan to work closely with lobstermen to assess the
ecological, social, and economic impacts of bycatch in the region.

In addition to working at the University of Maine, Chen is a visiting professor at Shang-
hai Ocean University in China. He is currently the editor of the Canadian Journal of
Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences. Chen was recognized in 2008 with a University of Maine
Graduate Mentor Award. Since 2009, he has coordinated both the UMaine Marine Policy
and UMaine Dual Master Degree in Natural and Social Sciences programs. Chen is cur-
rently a member of the New England Fisheries Management Council Scientific and Sta-
tistical (SSC) Committee.

Chen’s research has been funded by the Canadian Natural Science and Engineering Re-
search Council, NOA A’s National Marine Fisheries Service, both the National and Maine
Sea Grant programs, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, the National Sci-
ence Foundation, the Maine Department of Marine Resources, and the Maine NSF EP-
SCoR SSI program, among others.

Chen has been published in peer-reviewed journals including the Canadian Journal of
Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences, ICES Journal of Marine Science, Fisheries Research,
Aquatic Ecology, Journal of Fish Biology, Fishery Bulletin, Chinese Journal of Oceanol-
ogy and Limnology, Marine Biology, Marine Ecological Progress Series, Freshwater and
Marine Research, and Ecology and Society.

Degrees:

University of Toronto (Canada), Ph.D., 1995 (Zoology and Statistics)
University of Toronto (Canada), M.S., 1991 (Fish Ecology)

Qingdao Ocean University (China), B.Agric., 1983 (Fisheries Science)
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SSI Projects:

Emerging Opportunities -
Foundations for Future
Research

Media Expertise:
Fisheries

Fisheries Stock Assessment
and Management

Student
Opportunities:

Will provide full financial
support (including stipend,
tuition and health insurance)
for suitable graduate stu-
dents who are motivated
and interested in conducting
interdisciplinary research to
address problems facing fish-
eries. Seeking students with
good analytical and quanti-
tative skills, who work well
independently and with oth-
ers. Current projects include
a sentinel survey fishery pro-
gram in the northern Gulf of
Maine, research on fisheries
discards, stock assessment
model development, com-
puter simulations, and fish-
eries management.
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Courses:

SMS 321: Introduction to Fisheries Science
SMS 562: Fisheries Population Dynamics
SMS 597: Statistical Modeling

SMS 598: Special Topics in Marine Sciences
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