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Profile:
Jessica Leahy is an Associate Professor of Human Dimensions of Natural Resources at
the University of Maine. Her research examines environmental attitudes and behaviors
towards forests, forestry, and other natural resource management topics using a social
psychology and communication approach. Her research program encompasses forest
landowner decision-making processes; the role of social capital and trust in public in-
volvement, participation, and citizen science; and the influence of media and educational
campaigns on attitudes and behavior.

Leahy’s SSI research team is investigating the complex relationships between stewardship
ethics, sense of place, and intentions to develop forested land. Findings from this re-
search could impact the current and future actions of private landowners as they relate to
forested land. If policy makers or state and federal agencies are made aware of the issues
that private landowners face, as well as potential trends in development, more thorough
engagement efforts and policies could be designed to prevent the permanent loss of
Maine’s forest resources. 

In addition to her research activities, Leahy is a Blue Sky Faculty Fellow, and serves as the
2nd Vice President of the Small Woodland Owners Association of Maine, member of the
Woodlands Operating Committee of the American Forest Foundation, member of the
Independent Standards Review Panel of the American Tree Farm System, vice-chair of
the Maine Society of American Foresters, working group chair of Social and Related Sci-
ences for the New England Society of American Foresters, and program chair of the 2015
Society of American Foresters National Convention. 

Degrees:
University of Minnesota, Ph.D. (Natural Resources Science & Management)
Oregon State University, M.S. (Forest Resources)
Oregon State University, Honors B.S. (Forest Recreation Resources)

Research Interests:
Family Forests
Social Capital and Trust
Information Effects
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Media Expertise:
Natural Resource Manage-
ment and Planning

Small Woodlot Management

Recreation Access

SSI Projects:
People, Landscape and Com-
munities (PLACE)

Student 
Opportunities
Actively recruiting for Master
of Science in Forest Resources
students, as well as Master of
Forestry students for our 
accredited forestry program.
Ph.D. opportunities are lim-
ited. Please inquire before 
applying. 


