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Profile:
Aram Calhoun is a wetland ecologist and faculty member at the University of Maine.
Her research focuses on wetland ecology and policy and vernal pool conservation. Her
work stresses the importance of conserving natural resources (wetlands and vernal
pools) and/or target species (wood frogs, spotted salamanders, and blue-spotted sala-
manders) on private lands by addressing both human and ecological dimensions.

Calhoun’s research with the Sustainability Solutions Initiative uses local vernal pool con-
servation as a model to help communities find ways to balance economic development
with natural resource conservation on private land. One aspect of Calhoun’s research is
working with two Maine towns on conservation solutions that involve multiple levels of
government, diverse state agencies and private interests for the conservation of vernal
pools. Her work also involves working with the Environment and Natural Resources
Committee of the State Legislature on the importance of wetland and vernal pool protec-
tion.

Calhoun’s research has been funded in large part by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, National Science Foundation, Maine EPSCoR, and the Senator George J.
Mitchell Center and Maine’s Sustainability Solutions Initiative. She has published in mul-
tiple peer-reviewed journals including Ecology, Biological Conservation, Forest Ecology
and Management, Freshwater Biology, Society and Natural Resources, and Wetlands.

Degrees:
University of Maine, Ph.D. (Plant Biology and Microbial Ecology)
University of Rhode Island, M.S. (Natural Resources Science and Wetland Ecology)
Rhode Island College, M.A. (Education)
Brown University, A.B. (American Civilization)

Research Interests:
Vernal Pools
Wetland Ecology
Microbial Ecology
Sustainable Science
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