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Preview

e Research insights
o Defining and negotiating
meanings
o Constructing communication,
expertise, and audience



Collaborating for complex problems



The Maine-eDNA Project

Focus on capacities for:

e eDNA data collection

e Processing and analysis

e Communication and team science
research

e Education and workforce
development



A transdisciplinary endeavor

e More than 100 participants
e O core partner institutions

e Partnerships include:
o Academic research institutions
o Wabanaki Tribal Nations
o Municipal governments,
businesses, and non-profit
organizations



How does strateqic
communication shape
transdisciplinary collaborations?



Methodology



Insights

1. Defining and
Negotiating Meanings

2. Constructing
Communication,
Expertise, and audience



1. Defining and Negotiating Meanings

Ask questions about definitions.



Definitions of eDNA

Material entity
Tool, technology, and technical
process

e Science and forensics

e Communication and social
construction
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Example: Biocultural Labels
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Definitions of eDNA

Material entity
Tool, technology, and technical
process

e Science and forensics

e Communication and
social construction



2. Constructing Communication, Expertise, and
Audience

“It starts with knowing who you're talking to, right?”

- eDNA participant interview response



Communiciation

Definitions of communication
are diverse, overlapping, and
contradictory.



Expertise

The construction of ‘scientific’ expertise



Audience

e Asking questions

e Reflexive
consideration of
audience interest



Implications

An engaged, communication-
focused approach would
benefit other
transdisciplinary
collaborations



Practices

1. Pose questions
2. Use knowledge mapping
3. Center questions about/as ethics



Thanks!




