
Two events to explore the question . . . 
What is a land grant university? 

Informal Community Discussion 
5:45 p.m., Wednesday, October 14, Orono High School 

Pizza to be provided for participants by the UMaine Humanities Center. 

The four very short readings listed below will get us started. 

1) Hervey Sylvester, “Agricultural School,” Maine Farmer (June 27, 1850), 1 pp. 

2) Booker T. Washington, “The Struggle for an Education,” chapter three in  
 Up from Slavery (orig. 1901), 9 pp. 

3) Foreword and Preface to Jim Hightower, Hard Tomatoes, Hard Times . . . the Failure of 
America’s Land Grant College Complex (1973), 6 pp. 

4) Rebecca Edwards, “Reconstructing the Nation” in New Spirits: Americans in the “Gilded 
Age” (2nd ed., 2001), 6 pp. 

Download the 17 pp. PDF at: 
 http://umaine.edu/umhc/files/2014/09/WhatisaLandGrant_titlepage-2.pdf 

Public Lecture 
3:15 p.m., Friday, October 16 

Minsky Recital Hall, University of Maine 
 

“How to Save American Higher Education from its Saviors: 
The Morrill Act and What it Can Teach Us Today” 

Edward Baptist (Professor of History, Cornell University) 
 

Reception to follow in the University Club, Fogler Library (2nd floor) 

http://umaine.edu/umhc/files/2014/09/WhatisaLandGrant_titlepage-2.pdf
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