U.S. - Canada Lobster Town Meeting - Shifﬁﬁg

February 3, 2023

Moira W. BroWn’ |

Director and Senior Scientist

CANADIAN WHALE INSTITUTE







= -

R . P — S5y
w SRS S
R o

.

RIGHT WHALE DIET <~ - . i

Right whales skim feed at or just below the
surface and down to depths of 200+ meters

Right whales filter plankton from the water ‘ Baleen is made from
Consume ~ 1.4 billion/hr |

~1,700 hamburgers/day "% found in human hair.

" keratin, same protein



RANGE AND CRITICAL HABITATS
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DISTRIBUTION SHIFTS
BEGAN AROUND 2010

FOUR CRITICAL HABITATS

Bay of Fundy, Roseway Basin (2014), Great South
Channel, Southeastern US
Declines in right whale sightings from previous decade

Cape Cod Bay
Major increase in number of sightings late winter/spring

South of Nantucket/Martha’s Vineyard
Aerial and acoustic surveys — newly identified aggregation
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Gulf of St Lawrence
Increase In sightings starting in 2015
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87% (180/206) of sightings contributed
between 1995 and 2005 by whale watch
operators and public.

Total of 42 right whales.
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Looking and listening for right whales

- Survey sightings
- Acoustic detections
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Systematic Surveys

1995 and 1996 aerial survey

20006 vessel survew 2007 vessel survey = ,
‘ b ' b, (Kinglsey and Reeves1999)

0 right whales

3 sightings, 0 right whales
1 right whale photod t right whale from 11 from whale watch
6 right whales from network network
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2017 June 6 - Sept 15t S N 2019 June 4 - July 21
- 12 dead whales PNy |

= o whal U T NG 454 i} - 9 dead whales

- J live, entangled whales el - 4 live, entangled whales
; . 2017

Original reported positions offloating e J,‘//'JJ/ - e > : ;‘;wm.\ : ' Original reported positions offloating

dead whales(June 6 -Sept15,2017) : B | dead whales(June 4-July 21, 2018)

Original reported positions ocfentangled Quebec

Original reported positions ofentangled
whales (JulyS-Aug 28, 2017)

whales (June 28 - Aug 6, 2018)
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