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Local knowledge catalyzes collaborative, community research Supports collaborative research in coastal SESs Tackles transdisciplinary questions, locally & beyond

“Well, first of all, | think there's no question but the
wild American oysters are the result of the
aquaculture.”

Since 2019 our research team has conducted collaborative
research together with community members in the State of -
Maine, Northeastern United States.
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Figure 1: Changes observed by local knowledge mapping study 2013
participants (n = 44). Bars show the observed magnitude of the change

and whether the perceived change was an increase or a decrease.

Guiding management, planning, and conservation
"And we have a long way to go—there should be tens of millions

Numbers by bars refer to replicates.** Collaboration begins Community Focus groups and of these things [oysters] in the estuary. And because of pollution
Between the Joint sclence project wila °y5t9frs and overfishing they’re not here. And | think people don’t
Shaer:g'?ﬁeclj’m;?:;ee L?,fféé‘:ﬁ? ;?JZ‘;O' Vallace)guarngn\;[ilgi%ns understand what the coastlines are supposed to look like...there
Darling Marine shellfish for the future and should be acres of reefs in these estuaries that provide habitat
Center. Intertidal populations and aquaculture-wild for all sorts of organisms. And they just don't exist. We grew up
mudflat surveys and the local | ~ shellfish in a world where we're used to clean coasts (clear of oyster
harvester interviews. ecosystem. Interactions. reefs), and that's not the way that they're naturally existing or
that they should exist.”
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