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Liam Riordan


Home Address:
Office Address:
149 Fountain Street
Department of History 

Bangor, Maine 04401
University of Maine

telephone:
on request
Stevens Hall #275


email:  riordan@maine.edu
Orono, Maine 04469-5774


Employment

Chair, Department of History, University of Maine, Orono, July 2025-present
Adelaide C. and Alan L. Bird Professor, Department of History, University of Maine, Orono, September 2020-present

Professor, Department of History, University of Maine, September 2014-September 2020

Director, University of Maine Humanities Center, 2014-2016


Associate Professor, Department of History, University of Maine, Orono, 2003-2014

Assistant Professor, Department of History, University of Maine, Orono, 1997-2003


Lecturer, Department of History, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 1996-1997
Education



University of Pennsylvania, Ph.D. History, December 1996


• Dissertation: “Identities in the New Nation: 



The Creation of an American Mainstream in the Delaware Valley, 1770-1830”


• Adviser: Richard S. Dunn


• Passed Ph.D. oral examinations with distinction, 1993

University of California, Berkeley, B.A. History, May 1988


• High Honors, Department of History


• High Distinction in General Scholarship


• Elected Phi Beta Kappa, 1987
Published Books

What We Know, What We Wish: Maine Statehood, Historical Commemoration, and the Urgency of Public History, co-editor with Richard W. Judd (McBride Professor, emeritus, University of Maine), interdisciplinary collection with nine major essays, Foreword by Pulitzer-Prize winning historians Alan Taylor and Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, Liam Riordan co-authored Introduction and Afterword and sole author of chapter one, “What We Know, What We Wish: Maine in the Statehood Era and Commemorative Public History,” pp. 1-17, 21-48, and 269-281. Publication subvention awarded by the Maine State Bicentennial Commission. (University of Massachusetts Press, 2025)

The Loyal Atlantic: Remaking the British Atlantic in the Revolutionary Era, co-editor with Jerry Bannister (Dalhousie University), ten-essay collection, co-author of preface and first chapter, “Loyalism and the British Atlantic, 1660-1840” (Univ. of Toronto Press, 2012), pp., ix-xvii, 3-36.

Many Identities, One Nation: The American Revolution and its Legacy in the Mid-Atlantic
(University of Pennsylvania Press, 2007; paperback edition 2008).

Current Book Project

“Neighbors, Not Villains: Loyalists and the American Revolution as a Civil War,” a comparative biography of the colonial settings, wartime experiences, and postwar diaspora of five diverse loyalists who opposed the patriot rebellion that created the United States. Archival research conducted in Maine, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Washington, D.C., Virginia, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Scotland, and England.

Awards & Fellowships (partial)
• Faculty Grant, McGillicuddy Humanities Center, University of Maine, fall 2023, spring 2021, and spring 2018

•Research Fellow, International Center for Jefferson Studies, Charlottesville, Virginia, March 2023
•Research Fellow, American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, October 2022
•2020 Maine Heritage Lecturer, awarded by College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, University of Maine, delivered as “What do we Want History to do to us? Commemorating the Maine State Bicentennial,” October 15, 2020

•Neal W. Allen, Jr., History Award to recognize and honor outstanding contributions to the field of Maine history, awarded by the Maine Historical Society, June 2020 

•Outstanding Faculty Member, Service and Outreach, 2020, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, University of Maine, awarded April 2020

•Fulbright Scholar Award, University of Glasgow, Scotland, United Kingdom-United States Fulbright Commission, January-July 2012

•Joyce Tracy Fellowship, American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Massachusetts, 1999-2000

Peer Reviewed Articles and Book Chapters (partial)

“Exile and Opportunity: Wabanaki, Acadian, and Loyalist Forced Migration in the Northeastern Borderlands of North America” in Jan C. Jansen and Kirsten McKenzie, eds., Mobility and Coercion in an Age of Wars and Revolutions: A Global History, c. 1750-1830 (Cambridge University Press, 2024), 28-57.
“Recovering Loyalism: Opposition to the American Revolution as a Good Idea” in Wim Klooster, ed., The Cambridge History of the Age of Atlantic Revolutions, Volume One: The Enlightenment and the British Colonies (Cambridge University Press, 2023), 344-372.
“A Loyalist Who Loved His Country Too Much: Thomas Hutchinson, Historian of Colonial Massachusetts,” The New England Quarterly, 90 no. 3 (September 2017), 344-384.
“Pennsylvania German Taufscheine and Revolutionary America: Cultural History and Interpreting Identity” in Jan Stievermann and Oliver Scheiding, eds., A Peculiar Mixture: German-Language Cultures and Identities in Eighteenth-Century North America (Pennsylvania State University Press, 2013), 246-273.
“Loyalism,” online annotated bibliography (28 manuscript pages), solicited by Trevor Burnard (University of Hull), ed., Atlantic History, Oxford Bibliographies Online (www.oxfordbibliographiesonline.com), Oxford University Press (summer 2011).
“‘O Dear, What Can the Matter Be?’: The Urban Early Republic and the Politics of Popular Song in Benjamin Carr’s Federal Overture,” Journal of the Early Republic, 31, no. 2 (summer 2011), 179-227 (lead essay).

Other Publications (partial)
“Mount Desert Island and the Long Struggle for Maine Statehood,” Chebacco: Journal of the MDI Historical Society, 21 (2020), 98-107. Six additional essays in this “Before 1820”-themed volume were written by my current or former graduate students.
“What can 1820 and 2020 say to one another? Commemorating Maine Statehood,” Regional Struggle—National Story: Maine’s Path to Statehood (Augusta: Maine State Museum, 2020), 5-6, introduction to Exhibition Handbook Series no. 5.

“Introduction,” Ronald F. Banks, Maine Becomes a State (Portland: Maine Historical Society, 2020, orig., 1970), n.p., one of four short commentaries that open this bicentennial reprint.

Guest editor, humanities-themed issue of Maine Policy Review, 24 no. 1 (June 2015), online https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/mpr/vol24/iss1/. Wrote introduction and worked closely with 35 of 38 authors throughout conceptualization, revision, and copyediting. Keynote essays by William D. Adams (Chairman, National Endowment for the Humanities) and Jonathan F. Fanton (President, American Academy of Arts & Sciences).
Long-Term Research Project
“Glasgow and the British Atlantic, 1760-1820,” explores the changing contours of the British Atlantic from a Glaswegian perspective with an emphasis on city-hinterland links within southwestern Scotland and on ties to the Chesapeake, New York City, British West Indies, and British North America (i.e., Canada).
Juried Scholarly Conferences and Presentations (partial) 
Author and discussant of pre-circulated paper, “Neighbors, Not Villains: Loyalists and the American Revolution as a Civil War” for the Ohio Seminar in Early American History and Culture, Zoom discussion on March 14, 2025.

Panel Chair, “New Explorations in Loyalism,” Atlantic Canada Studies Conference, University of Maine, Orono, May 10, 2024.

Invited Speaker, “Recovering Loyalism: Opposition to the American Revolution as a Good Idea” at the book launch conference for the three-volume series The Cambridge History of the Age of Atlantic Revolutions, edited by Wim Klooster, John Carter Brown Library, Providence, Rhode Island, April 5, 2024.

Invited presenter, “Loyalist Exile and Opportunity: Mobility and Colonial State Formation in Northeastern North America, 1755-1800” at Moving Under Pressure in an Age of War and Revolution, ca. 1750 - 1830, Princeton University, May 17-18, 2019.

Presenter and juried panel organizer, “Bicentennial Commemoration and the Statehood Process: Comparing Maine and Missouri,” Organization of American Historians, April 4-6, 2019, Philadelphia.

Pre-circulated paper and discussion of “The Loyalist Who Loved His Country Too Much: Thomas Hutchinson, Historian of Colonial Massachusetts,” Boston Area Early American History Seminar, Massachusetts Historical Society, December 6, 2016.

Paper presenter and panel organizer, “Loyalist Soldiers as Men-in-Motion in the Modern British Atlantic,” 20th Annual Summer Conference, Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Halifax, Nova Scotia, June 13, 2014.

 Invited presenter, “Loyalist Opposition to the American Revolution: Comparative Colonialism and the British Atlantic,” Center for American Studies, Heidelberg, Germany, June 27, 2012. Also delivered at York University, England, February 23, 2012.

Invited Lectures (partial)
Invited Speaker, Maine Calling radio program on Maine Public, “Commemorating the Declaration,” Feb. 6, 2026; “The Burning of Falmouth in 1775,” Oct. 16, 2025,” podcasts available.

Invited Speaker, “What Should We Remember about the American Revolution?,” South Portland Public Library, Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2026, link to syndicated local access TV recording forthcoming. 
Invited Speaker on public history related to publication of What We Know, What We Wish: Maine Statehood, Historical Commemoration, and the Urgency of Public History (University of Massachusetts Press, 2025), Blue Hill Public Library, July 22, 2025; University of Southern Maine, August 21, 2025; Bangor Public Library, August 28, 2025; University of Maine, September 15, 2025.
Invited Facilitator, Considering the Declaration of Independence at 250: A Discussion,” Wilson Museum, Castine, Maine, Nov. 10, 2025; Maine Masonic College (via Zoom), Dec. 6, 2025. 

Invited Speaker, “Does Anything from the Year 1776 Matter Today?,” Maine Speaks series, Maine Humanities Council, delivered at the Maine Masonic College, St. Thomas College, Waterville, Oct. 6, 2025, Castine Historical Society, September 4, 2025 (view online: https://www.youtube.com/live/nMXY_yQoR0Q), Belfast Free Library, June 12, 2025, and Lincolnville Community Library, April 16, 2025.

Invited speaker, “Picturing Maine’s Indigenous Context: Colonialism and the Penobscot,” delivered at Bangor Historical Society (June 29, 2021), Hurricane Island Outward Bound School (Sept. 26, 2021), Marxist-Socialist Lecture Series, University of Maine (Oct. 14, 2021), Maine Masonic College (Feb. 26, 2022), and Falmouth Public Library (Nov. 18, 2023).
Principal organizer of public forums about the bicentennial commemoration of Maine statehood, nearly 100 events between June 2016 and January 2022 across Maine. Online example: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjV0u8DSH4U&list=PLVHpCUzJ3PvFRo-GcLGhz_DjPtAp0lT8v. 

Invited presenter, “The ‘Problem’ of Blackness in the Revolutionary United States,” to accompany Model Citizens exhibit at the Portland Museum of Art (Jan. 29, 2018), revised for Marxist-Socialist Lecture Series, Univ. of Maine (Feb. 9, 2018), recorded by WERU radio.
Manuscript and Grant Reviews
Reviewed essay manuscripts submitted for publication to journals Acadiensis, Buildings & Landscapes, common-place, Early American Studies, English Historical Review, Florida Historical Quarterly, H-Early America (part of H-net online network), Histoire Sociale/Social History, History Compass, J. of the Early Republic, Maine History, Maine Policy Review, New England Quarterly, NJ History, Oxford Bibliographies Online, PA History, PA Magazine of History & Biography, and the William & Mary Quarterly; book manuscripts for Bedford-St. Martin’s Press, Cornell University Press, McGill-Queen’s University Press, Northern Illinois University Press, University of Chicago Press, University of Pennsylvania Press, and Copley Publishing; and grant applications for the American Council of Learned Societies, Maine Humanities Council, McNeil Center for Early American Studies, Mellon Foundation, Montana State University, U.S. National Archives and Records Management, and the Faculty Research Fund Award and McGillicuddy Humanities Center (both at the University of Maine).
Book Reviews

Publication of scholarly book reviews since 1994 in the American Historical Review, Borealia: Early Canadian History, Buildings & Landscapes: Journal of the Vernacular Architecture Forum, Canadian Historical Review, The Historian, Journal of American History, J. of the Early Republic, J. of Interdisciplinary History, J. of Military History, J. of Southern History, J. of Urban History, Left History, Maine History, Maryland Historian, New England Quarterly, Pennsylvania History, Pennsylvania Magazine of History & Biography, Reviews in American History, and the William & Mary Quarterly.  

Courses Taught at the University of Maine 
History 103
United States History I: Creating America to 1877

History 109
Colonial Latin America

History 205
Introduction to Public History (formerly HTY 199)

History 240
The Creation of the Atlantic World, 1450-1888 

History 311
Undergraduate Research Seminar (taught multiple times with different themes)

History 398
Intro. to American Studies (co-taught with Benjamin Friedlander, English Dept.)


History 452
Latin American Empires (team taught)


History 461
Colonial British America 


History 462
The American Revolution


History 498
Senior Thesis Seminar (taught multiple times with different themes)


Interdisciplinary Studies 491
A Midwife’s Tale and the Social Web (team taught, web-based)

History 502
Graduate Reading Seminar:  Revolutionary America


History 507
Graduate Reading Seminar:  Early America to the Civil War


History 599
Graduate Reading Seminar:  Colonial British America


History 599
Graduate Research Seminar:  Loyalism and the Revolutionary Atlantic World


History 601
Graduate Research Seminar:  Writing Early America

Academic and Public Service (partial)
•Board Member (Nominating Committee), New England Historical Association, June 2025-present, 2007-2010
•Director, University of Maine Humanities Center (now the Clement and Linda McGillicuddy Humanities Center), 2014-2016. Member, Faculty Advisory Board, 2012-present

•Member, Executive Committee, Canadian-American Center, University of Maine, Sept. 2020-present
•Chair, Vice Chair, or Member, Historic Preservation Commission, City of Bangor, Maine, Jan. 2020-Dec. 2025
•Member, Undergraduate Program Curriculum Committee, University of Maine, Sept. 2021-May 2025

•Conference Organizing Committee, Canada Atlantic Studies Conference, May 9-11, 2024
•Organizer, Maine National History Day, principal University of Maine planner for statewide contest for grade 6-12 students, Jan. 2013-present
•Programming Team and Chair of Humanities-Science Forum, annual Maine Science Festival, Bangor, March 2015-present
•Board Member, Great Pond Mountain Conservation Trust, Orland, Maine, August 2021-present

•Member, National Screening Committee of the Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board, 2022 & 2023
•Member, Presidential Public Engagement Achievement Award, Selection Committee, University of Maine, 2021-2023

•Member, Presidential Task Force on the Name of Clarence C. Little Hall, March-September 2020, then on the Ad Hoc Working Group for the Naming of Physical Facilities, Board of Trustees, University of Maine System, fall 2020-winter 2021

•Reviewer, Mellon Foundation/American Council of Learned Societies, Dissertation Completion Fellowship Program, 2015-2018
•Board Member, Maine Humanities Council, 2010-2017
