Sarah Walton
Curriculum Vitae – Updated February 15, 2026

Department of Sociology 
The University of Maine
201E Fernald Hall 
Orono, ME 04469
sarah.walton@maine.edu

ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH APPOINTMENTS

2022-Present 	Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, The University of Maine

2022		Graduate Research Associate, The Ohio State University, School of Environment and Natural Resources. Supervisor: Linda Lobao.

2016-2018	Graduate Fellow, The Ohio State University, School of Environment and Natural Resources. Supervisor: Cathy Rakowski

EDUCATION 

Ph.D.	The Ohio State University, Specialization: Rural Sociology, School of Environment and Natural Resources, 2022.
	Minor: Public Policy and Management
	Dissertation: The Gateway to Mass Incarceration: A County-Level Analysis of Jails in the United States
M.S.	The Ohio State University, Specialization: Rural Sociology, School of Environment and Natural Resources, 2018
B.A.	Wheaton College, Archaeology, 2014, summa cum laude

FIELDS OF SPECIALIZATION

Crime, Law, and Deviance
Spatial Inequality (Economic Development, Community Inequality, Rural Sociology)
Collective Behavior and Social Movements

PUBLICATIONS (* Denotes student co-author)

Journal Articles

2025. Sarah Walton, Linda Lobao, and Matt Dube. “Jail Incarceration across the U.S.: The Role of the Local State and Place-Based Punishment Vulnerability.” Punishment and Society. 

2024. Sarah Walton. “One Nation Under Attack: Color-Blind Racism, Racialization, and White Victimhood in a Case of Organized Islamophobia.” The Sociological Quarterly (65)3. 380-400.

Book Chapters
Forthcoming (2025). Sarah Walton. “Carcerality in Context: The Relationship between Rurality, Punitiveness, and Perceptions of Local Criminal Justice Institutions” in Rethinking Rural Politics, ed. Nicholas Jacobs and Dan Shea. Berlin: De Gruyter.

2025. Kate Weatherford Darling, Sarah Walton, Brian Pitman. “Carceral Expansion at the Nexus of State Violence and Neoliberal Public Health” pp. 327-349 in Contemporary Issues in Health and Punishment, eds. Nathan Link, Meghan Novisky, and Chantal Fahmy. New York: Routledge. 

Manuscripts Under Review
	Kathryn Davison*, Sarah Walton, and Jessica Riccardi. “A Qualitative Exploration of Educational, Home, and Extracurricular Experiences of College Students with Traumatic Brain Injury.” Under review at American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology.

Manuscripts in Preparation

Sarah Walton and Esther Enright. “Continuums of Care and Juvenile Diversion Programming: A Rural Community Case Study.” For submission to Rural Sociology. 

Esther Enright and Sarah Walton. “Rural Leaders in Times and Spaces of Crisis: A Narrative Inquiry Case Study.” For submission to The Journal of Rural Studies. 

Book Reviews
2020	Sarah Walton. “Ashley E. Nickels Power, Participation, and Protest in Flint, Michigan: Unpacking the Policy Paradox of Municipal Takeovers.” Mobilization 25(2). 291

Public-Facing Works
2023	Sarah Walton. “Reformers Looking to Intervene in Mass Incarceration Must Understand the Role of Rural County Jails.” Policy Brief for Scholar’s Strategy Network.

GRANTS

Awarded
2024	Esther Enright (PI), Sarah Walton (co-PI). Subaward of $30,000 as part of “Research & Evaluation Support for the Midcoast Community Collaborative.” Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, total award $450,000.

2021	Sarah Walton. School of Environment and Natural Resources GradRoots Minigrant. $250. 

Not Funded
2024 	Sarah Walton (PI), Jason Entsminger (co-PI), and Brianna Dym (co-PI). “Challenges with Disruptive Technologies and their Potential Impacts to Livelihoods in Rural Maine: Healing the Digital Divide with Informal Learning Networks.” Smart and Connected Communities Planning Grant, National Science Foundation, $150,000. 

2023	Sarah Walton (PI). “Contextualizing Carceral Counties: The Role of Institutional Discretion and Local Capacity in Rural Jail Incarceration.” Russell Sage Foundation, $35,000.

INVITED PRESENTATIONS

2024	Sarah Walton. “Rural-Urban Residence and Perceptions of Crime and Criminal Justice Institutions: 
Local Insights from a National Survey.” Invited paper presented at Rethinking Rural Conference, Colby College, Waterville, March.
2023	“Diversity, Racial Justice & Policy Implications: A Panel Discussion.” Invited virtual panelist at the University of Louisville, April.
2022	“Punitive Places and Carceral Entrepreneurship: A County-level Analysis of the Jail as a Punitive and Economic Institution.” Presentation for University of Maine Department of Communication and Journalism Fall 2022 Colloquium Series.
2021	“Environmental Art and the Wilderness Ethic.” Guest lecture in Religion and Environmental Values, ENR 3470. The Ohio State University. Instructor: Gregory Hitzhusen. 
2021 	“Mass Incarceration in Rural America: A Diffusion of Innovations.” Guest lecture in Diffusion of Innovations, Rural Sociology 5500. The Ohio State University. Instructor: Godwin Apaliyah. 
2020	“Diffusion of the Growth of Jails across the U.S.” Guest lecture in Diffusion of Innovations, Rural Sociology 5500. The Ohio State University. Instructor: Linda Lobao. 

CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION

Papers Presented

2025	Esther Enright, Sarah Walton. “Building Infrastructure amidst Poverty: A Case Study of a Youth Justice Collaboration.” Roundtable presentation at the annual meeting of the New England Educational Research Organization, Portsmouth, March.
2024 	Sarah Walton, Linda Lobao, and Matt Dube. “Jail Incarceration across the U.S.: The Role of the Local State and Place-Based Punishment Vulnerability.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the American Sociological Association, Montreal, August.
2023 	Sarah Walton. “DEI Crusader or Institutional Gatekeeper?: A Reflection on White Women, Social Justice Rhetorics, and Institutional Exclusion.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the National Women’s Studies Association, Baltimore, October. 
2023	Sarah Walton. “The Jail as Punitive and Economic Institution: The Role of Economies, Institutions, and Spatial Context.” Roundtable paper presented at the annual meetings of the American Sociological Association, Philadelphia, August.
2023	Sarah Walton and Linda Lobao. “The Punitive Local State: County Governments, the Social Safety Net, Politics and Jail Incarceration.” Roundtable paper presented at the annual meetings of the American Sociological Association, Philadelphia, August. 
2023	Sarah Walton, Linda Lobao. “Punishment and the Local State: County Governments, Local Politics, and Jail Incarceration across the United State.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Burlington, August.
2023	Brianna Dym, Sarah Walton. “Assessing Rural Technology Use for Community Well-Being.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Burlington, August.
2022 	Sarah Walton. “Rural Jails and County Governments: Does the Local State Matter?” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Denver, August. 
2021	Sarah Walton. “The Gateway to Mass Incarceration: An Institutional Perspective on Jail Expansion.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, July.
2021 	Sarah Walton. “Teaching & Curriculum Research Interest Group Digital Learning Tech Swap-Meet.” Panel discussant at the annual meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, July.
2018	Sarah Walton. “‘The Real Issue Is…’: A Community Case Study of Anti-Muslim Activism in the Great Plains.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Portland, July. 
2017	Nicholas Garcia, Paige Kelly, Sarah Walton. “Places of Hate: Subnational Analysis of Hate Crime Incidents and Places of Victimization.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Columbus, July. 

Panels Organized
2023	Sarah Walton (Organizer). Teaching Tool Lightning Presentation. Panel presented by the Teaching & Curriculum Research Interest Group at the annual meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Burlington, August.
2023	Anadil Iftekhar and Sarah Walton (Organizers). “Teaching Race in the University Classroom.” Panel presented by the Teaching & Curriculum Research Interest Group at the annual meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Burlington, August.
2022	Sarah Walton and Kristi Lekies (Organizers), Carol Jenkins (Moderator). “Applying for a Faculty Position at a Teaching-Oriented Institution: University, 4-Year, Community College, and Extension.” Panel presented by the Teaching & Curriculum and Graduate Student Research Interest Groups at the annual meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Denver, August. 
2019	Paige Kelly and Sarah Walton (Organizers and Moderators). “Navigating the Academic Job Market” and “‘Real-World Jobs’ or Other Ways to Flourish with a PhD.” Graduate student professional development panels presented at the annual meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Richmond, August.

Other Activities
2023	Sarah Walton and Anadil Iftekhar (Organizers). Professional Development Certificate in Teaching. Professional development certificate offered at the 2023 annual meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Burlington, August. 
2022	Sarah Walton and Kristi Lekies (Organizers). Professional Development Certificate in Teaching. Professional development certificate offered at the 2022 annual meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Denver, August. 
2022 	Amanda Crump (Organizer), Sarah Walton (Facilitator). “Writing the Teaching Statement and CV Review.” Workshop presented by the Teaching & Curriculum and Graduate Student Research Interest Groups at the annual meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Denver, August. 
2022 	Sarah Walton (Moderator). “Rural Students, Rural Issues, and Place-based Education.” Session presented at the annual meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Denver, August. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

2022-Present	Assistant Professor, University of Maine, Department of Sociology
	Courses: 
· Introduction to Sociology 
· Survey of Criminal Justice 
· Corrections
· Rural Sociology
· Senior Capstone
· Graduate Independent Study - Policy Analysis 
· Department Projects – Undergraduate Independent Study
· Honors Thesis Sequence (HON 498-499)
2021 	Instructor, Capital University, Department of Sociology and Criminology
	Courses: 
· Introduction to Sociology (Fall 2021)
Instructor, Capital University, Department of History
	Courses:
· Cultural Pluralism (Summer 2021)
2018-2021	Graduate Teaching Associate (GTA), The Ohio State University, School of Environment and Natural Resources
	Course Instructor:
· Introduction to Rural Sociology (Fall 2021)
· Religion and Environmental Values in America (Fall 2019)
Section Instructor:
· Religion and Environmental Values in America (Spring 2019, Spring 2020, Spring 2021)
Teaching Assistant:
· Natural Resources Data Analysis (Fall 2020)
· Environmental and Natural Resource Policy (Fall 2018)
2020-2021	Teaching Orientation Facilitator, The Ohio State University, The Drake Institute of Teaching and Learning
2019	Teaching Orientation Facilitator, The Ohio State University, University Institute for Teaching and Learning                            
2016-2018	Graduate Fellow, The Ohio State University, School of Environment and Natural Resources
2013-2016	Field Supervisor/Instructor, Leon Levy Expedition to Ashkelon

SERVICE TO PROFESSION

2024-present	Committee Member, Justice, Equity, Diversity & Inclusion Committee, Rural Sociological Society
2024-present	Scholar Strategy Network Policy Fellow Mentor, Scholar’s Strategy Network (SSN), Maine Chapter
2021-2023	Co-Chair, Teaching and Curriculum Research Interest Group, Rural Sociological Society
2018-2019	Graduate Student Committee Member, Awards and Endowment Committee, Rural Sociological Society

Peer Reviewer: The Sociological Quarterly

DEPARTMENTAL & UNIVERSITY SERVICE

2024-present	Proposal Reviewer, Center for Undergraduate Research (CUGR), University of Maine
2024	Steering Committee Member, Rural Issues Symposium, University of Maine
2024	Committee Member, 2025 Honorary Degree Presidential Committee, University of Maine
2024	Co-Facilitator, “Every Semester Needs a Plan,” UMaine Recently-Hired Faculty Development Workshop Series, November, University of Maine
2024	Co-Facilitator, “Securing External Funding & Moving from Resistance to Writing,” UMaine Faculty Development Workshop Series, January University of Maine
2020-2022	Graduate Student Representative, University Conduct Board, The Ohio State University
2019-2022 	Graduate Student Mentor, SENR Undergraduate Mentoring Program, School of Environment and Natural Resources, The Ohio State University
2020-2021	Graduate Student Representative, Provost’s Award for Distinguished Teaching by a Lecturer Committee, The Ohio State University
2019-2021	Committee Member, Career Development Grant Committee, Council of Graduate Students, The Ohio State University 
2019-2020	Council of Graduate Students Representative, Graduate Associate Teaching Award Committee, The Ohio State University 
2018-2020	Delegate, Council of Graduate Students, The Ohio State University

Thesis Advising & Committee Service

Graduate
2023-2024	Committee member, Masters Committee, University of Maine, Data Science, Steve Garcia

Undergraduate
2023-2025	Co-Chair, UMaine Undergraduate Honors Thesis Committee, University of Maine, Kathryn Davison
2024-2025	Committee Member, UMaine Undergraduate Honors Thesis Committee, University of Maine, Emily Brieva
2023-2024	Chair, UMaine Undergraduate Honors Thesis Committee, University of Maine, Abigail Miller
2023-2024	Committee Member, UMaine Undergraduate Honors Thesis Committee, University of Maine, Brenna Jones

Undergraduate Student Research Mentorship

2025	Faculty Mentor, Center for Undergraduate Research Student Proposal, “Analyzing Incarceration in Maine: Trends in Race, Geography, and Gender Over 50 years (1970-2020),” Rowen Holmes
2024 	Faculty Mentor, Center for Undergraduate Research Student Proposal, “Who or What is MAGA? A Frame Analysis of a Political Movement,” Drew Parent
2024	Faculty Mentor, Center for Undergraduate Research Student Proposal, “Investigating Alternatives to Jail Expansion,” Abigail Miller

OTHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

2025	Attendee, Student Financial Services for Academic Advisors Workshop, University of Maine. 
2023-2024	Mentee, EMPOWER Faculty Mentorship Program, University of Maine.
2023	National Center for Faculty Development and Diversity Faculty Success Program. May-August.
2023	Course Development Institute Participant. Center for Innovation in Teaching and Learning. University of Maine. January.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS & AFFILIATIONS

Rural Sociological Society 
Rural Schools Collaborative - New England Hub Faculty Affiliate
Scholar Strategy Network, Maine Chapter 
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