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Intro to the program


How has it worked?



Demo of the PRF Decision Tool




	
	
	
	
	

 
 

PRF Crop Insurance 

•  Protects against a lack-of-
precipita?on on hay and grazing acres

•  An area-based policy

•  No yield records, no loss adjustments





But why? …



, Sept. 2017, BDN

Why consider PRF?
•  Offsets costs associated with 

drier-than-normal weather
•  Risk management strategies for 

grass are limited

•  An affordable op?on? 	



Insurance decisions 


•  Perennial “grazing” acres or “hayland”;

•  Which months to insure                            
(i.e., Jan/Feb and Apr/May);

•  Farmer decides what % of the grid’s 
historical average precipita?on to insure.
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The Rainfall Index is based off of NOAA 
data





Op?ons 
•  Coverage levels- 70 to 90% of historic precip.

    

•  Produc?vity factor- 60 to 150%
* Way to put a lower or higher value on your “hay” or 

“grazing” acres.

	



PRF is unique
•  Actual yields don’t mafer 

with PRF

•  Possible to receive an 
indemnity (loss payment) 
without an actual crop loss

•  Possible to experience an 
actual crop loss and receive 
no indemnity



2016, 
State

% policies 
indemnified

Total 
Premium

Farmer 
Premium Indemnity

NY 92% (155) $1,261,694 $616,780 $2,343,457

MA 100% (5) $15,738 $7,082 $26,926

VT 100% (1) $118 $53 $47

For every $1 of premium, 
the farmer paid 48 cents

For every $1 in farmer premium, 
the farmer received $3.74 in losses



Ques?ons so far?



Leon Ripley 
Granville, MA



•  120 acres of hayland

•  12,000 square bales of dry hay

•  13 head of grassfed beef

•  Purchased PRF in 2016 as 
“another way to cover poten?al 
risks and assets”

Ripley Farm



Leon selected: 

•  Mar/Apr, May/June, Aug/Sept 

•  85% coverage level on “hay”

•  150% produc?vity factor

•  He paid $23/ac for coverage

•  Losses in 2016 & 2017

Ripley Farm



www.prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/prf
Or search:
prf rainfall-rma server descrip?on

















Leon Ripley 
Granville, MA

“The benefit is that you have 
income coming in on a bad year.”

“Especially for dairy or beef opera?ons 
you’d have to be purchasing feed and 
trying to find income to purchase feed 
you don’t have.”

“Without PRF for dairy or beef 
opera?ons you’d have to find 
income to purchase feed you 
don’t have.”



Important reminders
•  Enrollment deadline is November 15, 2019.

•  Find a crop insurance agent: Agent Locator Tool

•  Try the PRF Decision Support Tool

•  Ques?ons? email erin.roche@maine.edu


