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CURRENT POSITION

Assistant Professor of Chemistry, University of Maine, Orono Aug. 2016 — present

Graduate Faculty, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences and Engineering 2016 — present
EDUCATION

Ph.D. Chemistry, University of California, Berkeley Aug. 2005 — May 2010

Advisor: Dirk Trauner, Ph.D.
Dissertation: “I. Total Synthesis of Smenochromene B and Halenaquinone and Il. Studies on the
Photochemical and Biological Properties of Azobenzene Photoswitches”

B.S. Chemistry, Magna Cum Laude, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute Aug. 2001 — May 2005
Research Advisor: Brian Benicewicz, Ph.D.

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Post-Doctoral Research, University of California, Berkeley June 2011 — July 2016
Mentor: Ehud Isacoff, Ph.D.
Neurobiology Course, Marine Biological Laboratory, Woods Hole, MA Summer 2014
Startup Industrial Research, Photoswitch Biosciences Aug. 2010 — June 2011
Doctoral Research, University of California, Berkeley Aug. 2005 — Aug. 2008
Continued, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat (new appointment for Dirk Trauner) Aug. 2008 — May 2010
Undergraduate Research, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute Aug. 2002 — May 2005
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SCIENTIFIC PRESENTATIONS

1. “Probing the biology of serotonin receptor subtypes using photoswitchable ligands.” Poster, Howard Hughes
Medical Institute Janelia Conference: Chemical Tools for Complex Biological Systems, Ashburn, Va, April
2017.

2. “Chemical Optogenetics: Using Light to Control the Channels and Receptors of the Brain.” Seminar, The
Jackson Laboratory, Bar Harbor, ME January 2017.

3. “Expanding the Visible Light Photoswitch Library: A Red-Shifted, Fast-Relaxing Azobenzene Photoswitch
for Reversible Activation of Metabotropic Glutamate Receptors.” Poster, Biophysical Society Meeting, San
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NIH postdoctoral fellowship, grant number F32 EY022840-02 May 2013 — April 2016
Roemer-Stiftung (Award), Ludwig-Maximilians Universitét 2008
Phi Lambda Upsilon Honorary Chemical Society 2005
Dean’s list at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 2001 — 2005
Arthur G. Schultz Award for Undergraduate Research in Organic Chemistry 2004
American Chemical Society member 2005 — present
Biophysical Society member 2013 - 2016

Society for Neuroscience member 2015



