NEW COURSE FOR FALL 2013!!
NAS 201 /7 HTY 199:

MAINE INDIAN HISTORY
IN THE 20TH CENTURY
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“Basket Making, In?ﬁan Island, Old Town, Maine,” postcard, 1937. Two Penobscot women flénk Granton Russell Joseph
or “Russell Joe,” who later became a respected carver. Mamie Joseph (left) was married to Frank Francis Joseph. The picture
was taken after a successful sweetgrass harvest on the coast. Courtesy of the Hudson Museum, University of Maine,

HM 7182.182.
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Course Description:

Too often Native people are relegated to the distant past, leading society to have
misunderstandings about indigenous communities today. This course introduces students to
Wabanaki history of Maine and eastern Canada in the twentieth century. The term “Wabanaki”
is an all-inclusive term that refers primarily to the Mi’kmags, Maliseets, Passamaquoddies, and
Penobscots, along with other Abenaki groups. The tribal homeland encompasses present-day
northern New England, the Maritime Provinces, and southern Quebec. We will explore the
variety of ways Wabanaki experiences deviated from the national narrative on American Indians
and examine when Native challenges were in lockstep with western tribes in the twentieth
century. This course considers the interplay between cultural traditions and modernity. The
regional scope highlights local developments. We will investigate prominent themes of
resistance, accommodation, activism, sovereignty, and cultural survival. Wabanaki people were
positive actors in their own affairs, not passive pawns subdued by forces beyond their control.
This course will provide context to contemporary challenges Wabanaki people confront. As one
tribal historian astutely noted, “I can never give up hope, as my ancestors never gave up hope.”

Semester: Fall 2013 Location: 375 Stevens Hall
Schedule: Tuesdays & Thursdays, Professor: M. Pawling
3:30 - 4:45 pm

For more information, please e-mail: Micah.Pawling@umit.maine.edu.



