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Women’s, Gender, and
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WHY STUDY WOMEN’S, GENDER, AND 
SEXUALITY STUDIES AT UMAINE?

Gender and sexuality are fundamental
categories of social organization and power.
The Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
(WGS) program examines gender and
sexuality as they intersect with race, ethnicity,
class, nationality, disability and other sites of
social inequality. Students develop an
appreciation for connections between
women’s studies scholarship, activism and
social change, historically and in the present,
to value and improve the position of all
marginalized people.

The goals of the women’s, gender, and
sexuality studies program are to:

• Teach and learn about all genders’
experiences, past and present

• Make all people visible in their similarities
and differences

• Value personal experience as a way 
of knowing

• Create new knowledge about gender,
applying it to personal, political and
institutional change

• Strengthen the links among gender
identities and programs in the community
and on campus

• Empower all genders by increasing
choices in all people’s lives

WHAT CAN YOU DO WITH A DEGREE IN
WOMEN'S, GENDER, AND SEXUALITY STUDIES?

WGS majors have gone on to graduate school
in law, medicine, social work, education and
human development. Careers have included
business, social service organizations,
academia and others. 

OUR UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM

The Bachelor of Arts in women’s, gender, 
and sexuality studies is an interdisciplinary
program offered by WGS with faculty from a
variety of academic units.

All students are encouraged to engage in an
internship project in the community. This is 
a great way to make contacts for future
employment. 

Students are also encouraged to pair their
WGS coursework with another major. WGS
brings forward questions and perspectives
relevant to most disciplines. 

MASTER OF ARTS IN INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
OR INTERDISCIPLINARY PH.D. PROGRAMS

Graduate specialization in WGS is available at
the master’s and doctoral levels, and can be
integrated into existing UMaine graduate
degrees. These graduate specializations have
included history, English, communication,
higher education, counselor education, social
work and human development. Students
seeking an interdisciplinary graduate degree
with a greater focus on WGS can design their
own programs using UMaine’s Master of
Interdisciplinary Studies or Interdisciplinary
Ph.D. programs.

Our graduate faculty members come from
across campus and represent sociology,
communication and journalism, higher
education, history and English.

OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM

We encourage students to attend or present
their work at local, regional or national
gender studies conferences, and we support
these trips financially. We also support
students interested in activism to attend an
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UMaine’s ADVANTAGE

• Discussion-based
introductory courses

• Close interaction with
faculty

• Internships with local
social service organizations

• Financial support to attend
annual conferences

• Excellent student advising,
with director advising all
the WGS majors

• Interdisciplinary approach
that introduces students to
ideas from across campus

Connect with us:
umaine.edu/socialnetwork



annual student-run conference at Hampshire
College in Amherst, Massachusetts.

ABOUT THE COLLEGE

The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
(CLAS) specializes in the ideas and skills
every educated person needs —
communication, scientific and numerical
literacy, global and social awareness. Students
develop knowledge in these essential areas
with the guidance of faculty drawn from our
18 departments and schools. The College
offers 35 undergraduate majors and over 40

minors in the visual and performing arts, the
humanities, the physical and mathematical
sciences, and the social sciences. Programs in
clinical psychology, computer science, and
music are professionally accredited. CLAS
also offers 30 graduate degrees (Masters and
Doctoral) and several certificate programs. 

HOW DO I APPLY?

Visit umaine.edu for an application, as well 
as information about academics and life at
UMaine.

The University of Maine does not discriminate on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, including transgender status and gender expression, national origin, citizenship status, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status in
employment, education, and all other programs and activities. Contact the Director, Equal Opportunity, 5754 North Stevens Hall, Room 101, Orono, ME 04469-5754 at 207.581.1226 (voice), TTY 711 (Maine Relay System), equal.opportunity@maine.edu
with questions or concerns.
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ABOUT UMAINE

The University of Maine, founded in
Orono in 1865, is the state’s premier
public university. It is among the most
comprehensive higher education
institutions in the Northeast and attracts
students from across the U.S. and more
than 60 countries. It currently enrolls
more than 11,000 total undergraduate
and graduate students. UMaine students
directly participate in groundbreaking
research working with world-class
scholars. The University of Maine offers
doctoral degrees in 30 fields, representing
the humanities, sciences, engineering 
and education; master’s degrees in 
85 disciplines; 90 undergraduate majors
and academic programs; and one of the
oldest and most prestigious honors
programs in the U.S. The university
promotes environmental stewardship on
its campus, with substantial efforts aimed 
at conserving energy, recycling and
adhering to green building standards in
new construction. For more information
about UMaine, visit umaine.edu.
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