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Fields of Interest

Community economic development
Regional economics

Small business development
Entrepreneurship

Trade Area Analysis

Professional Affiliations

Agricultural and Applied Economics Association

Northeastern Agricultural and Resource Economics Association

National Association of Community Development Extension Professionals
U.S. Association for Small Business and Entrepreneurship

Southern Regional Science Association

Extension Programs

Dr. McConnon conducts small business educational workshops across the state on topics
such as: marketing, pricing, business planning, and financial management. Dr. McConnon
also conducts statewide workshops on a variety of topics related to business and economic
development. Dr. McConnon conducts the Trade Area Analysis outreach program, which
he co-developed while at lowa State University. Dr. McConnon recently collaborated with
a team of faculty from across the country to revise and update a national entrepreneurship
training curriculum titled, “Cashing in on Business Opportunities.”

Current Research

Dr. McConnon conducts applied research in support of his Extension education programs.
His applied research has focused on topics such as: regional retail trade patterns, changing
retail market structure, economic impact analysis, small and micro-business development,
and entrepreneurship. Dr. McConnon was a co-investigator on a funded project to
enhance the business support infrastructure for micro-entrepreneurs in Eastern Maine and
was a co-investigator on a recently completed research project investigating the
contribution of Maine’s food industry to the state’s economy.
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