04/01/2010
Training in the Care and Use of Animals
Effective immediately, the University of Maine’s Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) is using the Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) program for its mandatory training requirement.  The CITI program is a subscription service providing research ethics education to all members of the research community.  As of 12-1-2008, 955 institutions and organizations have access to the resources available through the CITI program.  This program was subscribed to by the University of Maine System, so that all campuses have access to required training (there are also options for training in responsible conduct of research, human subjects research, etc.).  

REMINDER:  Training in the care and use of animals is required for all persons named in a protocol.  

· As we make this transition, the following guidelines will be followed for those involved with currently approved protocols falling under either 1 or 2 below:

1) People who completed animal care training more than four years ago are required to take the appropriate CITI modules as soon as possible, but before September 1, 2010.   
2) People who completed animal care training less than four years ago do not need to complete the CITI training until that four year period is up.  

· The CITI training is valid for four years from the date of completion.  
· Principal Investigators/Instructors are responsible for checking that all personnel named in their approved IACUC protocol have current training.  A list of people with date of previous training is found at:  http://webwpmu.ume.maine.edu/research/files/2010/04/Tutorial-Completions-IACUC.pdf
· NOTE:  Depending on the number of modules required for your area, it may take several hours (and multiple log-ins) to complete.  Passing score for quizzes is 70%.
The CITI Lab Animal Welfare Course provides: 

· Basic Courses 

· Working with the IACUC for Investigators, Students, and Staff.

· Essentials for IACUC Members
· Specialized Species or Model Specific Courses 

· Minimizing Pain and Distress (module for studies that have the potential to cause more than momentary pain and distress in mice or rats).
· Aseptic Surgery (major survival surgery or non-survival surgeries in non-rodent species)
· Working with Fish (this course is currently under construction)
· Working with Frogs, Toads, or other Amphibians
· Working with Lizards, Snakes, or other Reptiles (this course is currently under construction)
· Working with Mice, Family:  Muridae Cricetidae 
· Working with Rats, Genus:  Rattus
· Working with Hamsters, Family:  Muridae
· Working with Gerbils 
· Working with Rabbits, Family:  Leporidae
· Working with Cats 

· Working with Dogs 

· Working with Swine 

· Working with Nonhuman Primates 
· Working with Animals In Biomedical Research - Refresher Course


Directions for Accessing Training:

· Go to www.citiprogram.org.

· Click on “Register Here” next to New Users.

· From the drop down menu, select University of Maine System.
· Fill in the remaining (member) information.  Remember to keep your log in and password for future use.  

· Next, you will be asked to select one learner group based on your role.  The Lab Animal section is Question #5.  The basic course is “Working with the IACUC.”  There are also options for those who conduct studies involving more than momentary pain and/or survival surgery.  There are also species specific modules.  You will need to take whichever module(s) apply to your work.  (You are able to go back and add other groups if needed.)
· You may exit and re-enter the CITI site as often as needed to complete the selected curriculum.  Each time you exit, your progress will be recorded, so that you can continue where you left off.  

· Once you have completed a course, you will be able to print out a completion report(s) from your learner’s menu.  We suggest you print the reports and keep them on file.  A copy is automatically sent to the IACUC Office, so you do NOT need to send copies.  
.  
