
Canadian Studies Opportunities 

- Montréal Field Trip – Can’t go to  Montréal any cheaper! 

- Study Abroad in Canada – courses in English.  
      Or, study French.  Killam Fellowship and other funding available. 

- Canadian Studies Minor – CAN 101 plus 5 more courses 

- Club Canada – Canada-focused social group  hosting fun events                
 such as a table at Culture Fest, movie nights, curling, trips into     Canada 



The People of Northern Canada:  
Focus on Inuit of Nunavik,  
and the James Bay Cree 

Betsy Arntzen 
Canadian Studies Education Outreach Coordinator 
Canadian-American Center, Campus 





45°	
  	
  Halfway between Equator and North Pole 

Orono, Maine: 44.8831°  N 







Ecological 
Regions of 
North America 

ftp://ftp.epa.gov/wed/ecoregions/na/
CEC_NAeco.pdf 



Ecological Regions:  
Northern Forests, the Taiga and the Tundra 

Taiga (royal blue) Tundra (purple) 

Northern Boreal Forest (light blue)  



First Nations of the Northern Forests,  
the Hudson Plains, and the Taiga 

Taiga 
Hudson Plains 

Northern Boreal Forest 



Inuit of Canada’s Arctic: 
NWT, Nunavut, Nunavik, Nunatsiavut 



Region: The North 
Yukon Territory, Northwest Territories, Nunavut 



People of Northern Canada 

Aboriginals – the indigenous peoples  
                       (Canadian aboriginals include Metis) 

• First Nations – 600 recognized nations/bands 

• Metis  - descendants of First Nations and French 

• Inuit – people who live in Arctic regions 



Kuujjuarapik 
Inuit 

Whapmagoostui 
Cree  





JAMES BAY CREE REGION 

Eeyou Istche: James Bay Cree homeland 
Area the size of Germany 



Nunavik:  
Inuit homeland 

Self-governed 
Arctic region  
of Quebec 



Cree: Eeyou 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_detailpage&v=R-
wJ5CzpVa8 



Contemporary CREE 



Chisasibi 













Matthew  
Coon Come 

Grant Chief of 
the Crees 



Circumpolar 

Region 



Inuit Political Leaders 

Mary Simon 
Sheila Watt-Cloutier 



Contemporary INUIT 

Puvirnituq  2009 







Within sight and walking distance of Puvirnituq 
community 



Contemporary Inuit women 



Tundra 







Talking with Isacie, a Salluit elder and former whaler 



Isacie’s “eskimo number” 







Issues 
Northwest Passage 

Climate Change 

Whaling 

Plan Nord 

Hydro Quebec 

Mining (oil, gas, minerals, diamonds) 

Sovereignty  



“Our North, Our Heritage,  
Our Future” – CDN Gov 







The midnight sun shines on the Canadian Coast Guard icebreaker Louis S. St-
Laurent near Resolute Bay, Nunavut, 2010. The Louis is on its annual voyage 
through Canada's Arctic that includes patrols through the Northwest Passage. 
Canada's sovereignty over the Arctic is coming into question, which makes ships 
such as this one of vital strategic importance.  









Raglan Nickel Mine 



The New Warrior (full battle dress) 
[on briefcase: Native Land Rights] 



Diom Roméo Saganash has spent the past twenty 
years of his life defending the rights of the James Bay 
Cree.  

In 1989, he became the first 
Cree in Quebec to receive a 
law degree 

In 2003, Roméo Saganash was awarded  
a prize from the l'Université du Québec à 
Montréal for the role he played in 
negotiating the historic La Paix des Braves, 
signed by the Quebec government and The 
Grand Council of the Crees. 

In September 2011, he announced he 
would run for the leadership of the federal 
New Democratic Party.  







Betsy Arntzen 
Canadian-American Center 
154 College Ave, Campus 

barntzen@umit.maine.edu 

581-4225 


